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The Prince de Rohan held the post of ambassador
for only two years. When Louis XVI. ascended the
throne, Rohan appeared to be in disgrace, which, how-
ever, did not prevent his being loaded with honors.
A relative of his, the Countess of Marsan, who had
brought up the King, succeeded by her insistence in
having him appointed Grand Almoner of France, on
the death of the Cardinal de La Roche-Aymon, in
177T. Then he became Prince Bishop of Strasburg,
in 1779, on the death of his uncle, whose suffragan he
had been. He obtained his cardinal's hat through
the favor of Stanislas Poniatowski, King of Poland,
and the abbey of Saint Waast, with its enormous
revenues. He was admitted to the French Academy,
and chosen Principal of the Sorbonne. This last
position, which was much sought after by the high
dignitaries of the Church, was filled by the votes of
the graduate ecclesiastics and the doctors of the Sor-
bonne. The cardinals did their best to secure this
post at the head of this famous institution, the sanc-
tuary of theology, the stronghold of religion; but the
Grand Almoner succeeded over all his rivals.

Part of the time he lived in Paris, in a splendid
mansion in the rue Vieille du Temple, which is now
the National Printing-house, and part of the time
at Saverne, in a magnificent palace. The Baroness
Oberkirch, who visited him there in 1780, was much
struck by the pomp he displayed. She describes him
as handsome, polite, majestic, coming out of his
chapel in a cassock of scarlet watered silk and an Eng-